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AUSTRALIAN EXPORT GRAINS INNOVATION CENTRE 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.08 pm]: I make this statement on behalf 
of the Minister for Regional Development. 
The Australian Export Grains Innovation Centre is celebrating 10 years of driving innovation and market 
opportunities and I congratulate Richard Simonaitis and his team on their excellent work over many years. The 
McGowan government is investing heavily to support the grain industry’s growth and profitability, and AEGIC’s 
role in building market share for Australian grains is an important component of this endeavour. 
AEGIC is co-owned by the state government and the Grains Research and Development Corporation. Earlier this 
year, we announced a joint contribution of $24 million over four years to maintain and build new trade opportunities 
and industry value. The McGowan government allocated an additional $1 million for research and to cultivate 
opportunities for soft wheat, wholegrain wheat and locally grown oats. Oat rice and noodles are now being 
commercialised, while novel oat products like bubble tea, couscous and sauces are being developed. Soft wheat 
demand from Asian flour millers for biscuits continues to grow in response to the Australian Export Grains Innovation 
Centre’s endeavours and further work is underway to position Australian wholegrain wheat as a preferred choice 
in the South-East Asian market. 
From humble beginnings, AEGIC now has research and commercial laboratories, a pilot mill, pilot bakery and 
a staff of 50 across Perth and Sydney. The independent not-for-profit company, established in 2012, is highly 
regarded in the competitive global grains marketplace, where it works with processors, millers, brewers and maltsters 
to satisfy discerning requirements and foster trade relationships. AEGIC has cemented Western Australia as the 
main supplier of noodle wheat for the Japanese udon noodles market, as well as customers in South Korea, worth 
$250 million per annum. 
Grains, including wheat, canola, barley, oats and lupin, are the state’s biggest agricultural earner, contributing on 
average $6.2 billion per annum in export earnings for Western Australia. 
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